
GIVING FOR LIFE
CONTINUING THE JOURNEY



www.parishresources.org.uk/givingforlife
www.parishresources.org.uk/oxford2017
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Long term increases in giving:



8ÌÛȮɯÐÛɯÍÌÌÓÚɯÓÐÒÌɯÞÌɀÙÌɯ×ÓÈàÐÕÎɯÜ×ÏÐÓÓ



Objectives for today:

¬ Provide a strategic framework to think about 
these issues.

­ Consider 8 elements to good practice for churches

® Reflect on the importance of preaching in a 
broad context.

¯ Think about mixed messages sent by practice
ǊŜƭŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ΨƻŦŦŜǊƛƴƎΩΣ ΨŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴΩ ƻǊ ΨƻŦŦŜǊǘƻǊȅΩΦ 



.ŀƭŀƴŎƛƴƎ ŦƻŎǳǎΧ

Nurturing
generosity

Becoming great
charities



.ŀƭŀƴŎƛƴƎ ǘƛƳŜ ƘƻǊƛȊƻƴΧ

Raising the money we need now 
to resource mission and ministry

Developing holistically 
generous discipleship



Giving for Life

ÅhǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ wŜǇƻǊǘΥ ά9ƴŎƻǳǊŀƎƛƴƎ 
DŜƴŜǊƻǎƛǘȅ ƛƴ ¸ƻǳǊ tŀǊƛǎƘέ όнллфύ

ÅWidespread take-up: Over 500,000 
leaflets and booklets distributed.

ÅFour Key Tasks ςbased on good 
practice found in parishes.

Å2016: Survey with 1100+ parishes 
responding shows strong take up 
and identifies further good 
practice.



The Context

ÅDiscipleship focus

ÅwŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ǘƻ DƻŘΩǎ 
generosity to us

ÅNot just money, but 
includes money

ÅStewardship challenges 
us as PCCs & individuals 
to adopt good practice



It starts with God!



It starts with God!



It starts with God!





It starts with God!

Our giving reflects grace received



ÅSelf

ÅOwnership

ÅPrudence

ÅScarcity vs Abundance

ÅEven Stewardship!

15

Except we erect barriers to 
overcome!



ÅLearn to give

ÅSee giving modelled

ÅFaithraisingrather than 
Fundraising focus

ÅGiving for Life ςliving 
generously in the world

Nurture growth in discipleship giving



Encourage sacrificial giving





Continuing the Journey

ÅTwo resources for parishes:

Åt// ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΩ ǎƘŜŜǘ

ÅLeaflet with background

ÅFurther guidance on Parish 
Resources website: 
www.parishresources.org.uk

ÅExtends Key Tasks to eight

ÅRecommends PCC identifies 
three areas for action in 2017.

http://www.parishresources.org.uk/


The PCC Review

ÅAims:
ÅShared awareness of good practice

ÅIdentify up to 3 actions for focus

ÅCirculate PCC members sheet (10 
copies provided)

ÅClip available on website

ÅAgree most significant areas for 
improvement (in general, lower 
numbers have greater impact).



Outline for rest of this Section

Introduction

Summary

Getting
Started



1. Preach and teach regularly about 
giving in the context of discipleship

40% of parishes have heard a 
message on money or generosity in 
the last six months, and almost two 
thirds within the last year.



ÅWhat makes it hard to preach about money and 
possessions?

ÅWhat makes it easy?

²Ƙŀǘ ƳŀƪŜǎ ƛǘΧ



What makes it HARD?



Why is Preaching & Teaching no 1?

ÅEstablishes uniquely Christian 
perspectives ςwithout it we are just 
fundraising.

ÅGenerosity is at the core of our faith, 
ƴƻǘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŜŘƎŜΧ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 
ƘŜŀǊǘ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊΦ

ÅBecause of its impact on day to day 
discipleship ςliving generously.

Faithraising

Fundraising



Preach and Teach Regularly

ÅPreach the whole gospel ςincluding messages on 
money when they arise in the lectionary.

ÅLittle and often is better than once a year.

ÅKeep a log of key messages when you preach ςit may 
surprise you.

Å¢ŜǎǘƛƳƻƴȅ ƻƴ άǿƘȅ L ƎƛǾŜέ ƘŜƭǇŦǳƭ ŦǊƻƳ ǇǊŜŀŎƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ 
others.



2. Communicate with givers from several 
different perspectives

Whilst all parishes provide some 
reporting on costs (APCM report), only 1 
in 5 parishes communicate the mission 
and ministry impact of giving.



Communicate various perspectives

Distinctive faith 
perspectives on 
generosity.

The costs and financial 
situation of your 
church.

Your vision, purpose 
and impact on mission 
and ministry.



Communicate various perspectives

ÅPreaching and teaching. (#1)

ÅAPCM ςexciting and engaging?

ÅThank You letter. (#3)

ÅWebsite ςsimple and engaging.

ÅGiving review material. (#4)

ÅBudget communication.



3Φ {ŜƴŘ ŀƴ ŀƴƴǳŀƭΣ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ΨǘƘŀƴƪ ȅƻǳΩ ǘƻ 
regular givers

Almost half of all churches sent a thank 
you letter in the past year, and over 60% 
have done so within the past 3 years. 
9ȄŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿǎΣ ǘƘƛǎ ǊƛǎŜǎ ǘƻ 
over 50% within the past year.



Thank givers annually

ÅValue givers and their giving

ÅExplain impact of giving (in 
aggregate)

Å5ƻƴΩǘ ŀǎƪ ŦƻǊ ŀƴ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜΗ

ÅCan include amount (if from 
Treasurer or Gift Aid Officer) but 
not if it comes from wardens or 
incumbent. 

ÅVary practice from year to year

ÅChristmas or end of Tax Year



Thank Givers Annually

ÅSend to planned givers.

ÅTemplates available at: 
www.parishresources.org.uk/givingforlife

ÅEasy way to get started.

http://www.parishresources.org.uk/givingforlife


4. Hold some form of annual review of 
giving

Over half of parishes asked their 
congregation to review their giving 
within the last year.  However, 10% 
ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ Ǌǳƴ ŀ ǊŜǾƛŜǿ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ǉŀǎǘ ŦƛǾŜ 
years.



Annual Review

ÅWhy annually?

ÅHow money works for most.

ÅCombat static giving.

ÅThree recommended programmes:
ÅGiving in Grace (L & M parishes).

ÅParish Funding Programme (S, M, L).

ÅSimple Giving Programme for Smaller 
and Rural churches (S).

ÅOr simpler review. 



Annual Review

ÅWHEN?ςsimilar time each year is good, but dovetail 
with church calendar.

ÅHOW?ςperhaps plan a three or four year rolling 
programme.

ÅWHO?ςwho will lead on this.

ÅPCC should endorse strategy.

ÅLeave enough time for preparation.



5. Agree a legacy policy and communicate 
this to the congregation

One in five parishes now have a legacy 
policy, although only half have 
communicated it within their churches.



Agree a Legacy Policy

ÅThe PCC should agree a Legacy 
Policy and communicate it to 
their congregation. 

ÅA Legacy Policy allows the PCC 
to prepare and discuss how they 
would like to see a gift used.

ÅMany feel more inspired to leave 
a legacy, if they think their 
church will use it for worthwhile 
projects. 



Getting Started with Legacies

1. Request a FREE copy of 
our PCC Legacy Toolkit.
www.parishresources.org.uk/order

2. For further guidance and 
helpful information visit. 
www.parishresources.org.uk/legacies

http://www.parishresources.org.uk/order
http://www.parishresources.org.uk/legacies


6. Claim Gift Aid regularly, including the 
Small Donations Scheme (GASDS)

97% of parishes have claimed Gift Aid in 
the past year, but only 82% have claimed 
on the Small Donations Scheme.



Gift Aid and Small Donations Scheme

Gift Aid:

ÅRemind givers to check they are 
still taxpayers.

ÅCheck Gift Aid declarations are 
valid

ÅClaim regularly

Small Donations Scheme:

ÅNow increased to £8k p.a.



Gift Aid and GASDS

ÅGASDS: step by step guidance. One guide for single church 
parishes, one for those with more than one church. 
(www.parishresources.org.uk/giftaid/smalldonations/)

ÅReview Gift Aid checklist and carry out actions. Guides 
available on Parish Resources site to help you. 
(www.parishresources.org.uk/giftaid/)

ÅIf you need help claiming online, contact your diocese or 
ask a nearby parish.

http://www.parishresources.org.uk/giftaid/smalldonations/
http://www.parishresources.org.uk/giftaid/


7. Use the Parish Buying Service

Most parishes are now registered with 
Parish Buying, and a third have bought  
something. Since launch in 2012, over 
10,000 individuals have registered.



Parish Buying

ÅEnergy Basket ςa easy solution 
for parishes ςgood pricing, with 
a focus on customer service.

ÅOther contracts available: office 
products, oil, photocopying, IT, 
telecoms, software etc.

ÅInsurance (£45m spend): get 
alternative quotes (see guide).

ÅBuying guides available.

ÅPooling buying power across 
parishes. 



Parish Buying: Getting Started

ÅVisit www.parishbuying.org.ukand register.

ÅStart with the major areas of spend:
ÅEnergy (variety of options available)

ÅInsurance (Read buying guide and get more than 1 quote)

ÅIf doing large capital project see guidance

ÅReview contracts available.

http://www.parishbuying.org.uk/


Summing Up Giving for Life

ÅMost churches are now doing much of the original 
good practice.

ÅNearly every church can improve somewhere.

ÅGiving for Life: Continuing the Journey helps you 
identify where you might focus in the coming year, 
and builds a common PCC understanding.

ÅSupport and resources available on the 
Parish Resources website.  

www.parishresources.org.uk/givingforlife/

http://www.parishresources.org.uk/givingforlife/


Money and Faith

£

Faith



Money and Faith

£

Faith



Money and Faith

£

Faith



£

£

£

£

Faith

Where is your money circle?



Money Relationships

Money

God

Others

Self

Creation



Money Relationships

Money

God

Provision

Ownership

Receiving

Thanksgiving



DƻŘΩǎ 9ŎƻƴƻƳȅ

Manna

Hoarding failed.



BUT ?!

Dear God, we paid for all this stuff ourselves,

so thanks for nothing.



Money Relationships

Money

Self

Priority

Security

Values



Bank or Card Statement



Wealth



óWe who are rich are today's main coveters. We never 

feel that we have enough; we have to have more and 
more, and this insatiable desire destroys us. Whether 
we are liberal or conservative Christians, we must 
confess that the central problem of our lives is that we 
are torn apart by the conflict between our attraction to 
the good news of God's abundance and the power of 
our belief in scarcityða belief that makes us 
greedy, mean, and unneighborly. We spend 
our lives trying to sort out that ambiguity.ô

Walter Brueggemann

The Liturgy of Abundance, the Myth of Scarcity: 



Mammon



Money Relationships

Money Others

Generosity

Ethical Spending



Cycle of Generosity

God

UsOthers

¢ƘŜ YƛƴƎ ǿƛƭƭ ǊŜǇƭȅΣ Ψ¢Ǌǳƭȅ L ǘŜƭƭ 
you, whatever you did for one 
of the least of these brothers 
and sisters of mine, you did for 
me. Mt 25:40



Money Relationships

MoneyCreation

Consumption

Environmental Impact



Money Relationships

Money

God

Others

Self

Creation





Church Giving

Why do people

give to Church?



Breadth of Motivations

Incredibly diverse range of motives

for giving, for coming to church; & 

wide range of understanding of the

churchôs mission and needs.


